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family by the  great Prophet:   Khalid, the sword  of

Islam, 'Amroo, the conqueror anfl legislator of Egypt,
and Moosa, the terror of Spain, had each in his turn
contributed to the common heirloom of glory; and
from the frontiers of India to the sea of Cadiz their
will was obeyed by subject millions to whose fathers
the very names of Hejaz and Koreysh had been un-
known. But in literature, and especially in the choicest
form of literature, poetry, the foremost rank was still
monopolised by names of other lineage, by the children
of Nejd and Yemen. The Koran, indeed, written as
it was by a Koreyshee of the Koreyshees, was truly
theirs; but its supernatural pretensions exempted this
work, though first-rate of its kind, from literary praise,
no less than from literary criticism. Besides, though
hardly prose, at least in the ordinary acceptance of the
word, the Koran, unfettered by metre, and abounding
in rhythm rather than rhyme, could not pass muster
as poetry. It was reserved to the grandson of Aboo-
Rabee'ah to achieve by his undoubted pre-eminence in
that art the last crowning triumph for the hereditary
princes of Mecca.

Five generations reckoned backwards united the
branch of Koreysh to which 'Omar belonged with that
which had given origin to Mohammed himself, to
Hashim, the ancestor of the Abbaside Caliphs, and to
'Abdesh-Shems, from whom descended Mua'wiah and
his royal line. 'Omar's own great-grandfather, Mog-
heerah, had by his marriage with the noble and
wealthy Beytah re-united two powerful subdivisions
of Koreysh descent, and had thereby become the
founder of a clan which under the title of the Children
of Mogheerah rapidly acquired a leading position both
in peace and war. All were men of renown ; but dis-
tinguished among them was Hodeykah Aboo-Babee'ahs
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